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COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR COPELAND

Minutes of a Meeting of the County Council Local Committee for Copeland held on 
Tuesday, 11 September 2018 at Cleator Moor Civic Hall and Masonic Centre, 
Jacktrees Rd, Cleator Moor CA25 5AU at 10.15 am

PRESENT:

Mr K Hitchen (Chair)

Mr M Hawkins
Mr AWC Lamb
Mr FI Morgan
Mr GRPM Roberts
Mr DE Southward

Mr CP Turner
Mr CJ Whiteside
Mrs EL Williamson
Mr D Wilson (Vice-Chair)

Also in Attendance:-

Ms L Barraclough - Project Manager, Phunkyfoods
Ms C Clark - Archive and Library Manager (Copeland)
Mr S Consterdine - Democratic Services Officer
Ms S Cooper - Area Engagement Officer
Mr K Cosgrove - Highways Network Manager (Copeland)
Mrs S Davis-Johnston - Traffic Management Team Leader (West)
Mr A Dee - Transport and Movement Plan author Sellafield Ltd
Ms G Elliott - Area Manager - Copeland
Mr D Kelly - Head of Infrastructure Logistics Sellafield Ltd
Mr C McCarron - Highways Network Officer
Mr H Rooms - Regional Affairs Manager, Sellafield
Mrs G Ternent - Public Health Locality Manager - Copeland

PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 
PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

31 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr A Wonnacott and Mr M Barbour.

32 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.



         --------- 

33 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED that the press and public be not excluded during consideration of any 
items on the agenda.

34 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no questions, petitions or statements made on this occasion.

35 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

RESOLVED that, the minutes of the previous meeting held on 17 July 2018 be 
agreed as a true and accurate record, and signed by the Chair.

36 FIRE MEMBER CHAMPIONS UPDATE

The Operational Commander for the Fire and Rescue Service (FRS) presented this 
update.

A request had been received from the FRS for a Fire Member Champions to 
support, assist and provide constructive challenge to the Council’s Fire, Rescue and 
Resilience Directorate. The role of a Member Champion complemented the 
responsibilities of the respective Portfolio Holder, the Chairs of Scrutiny Committees 
and other elected Councillors with designated responsibilities.

The full responsibilities of the role had been circulated previously to Members but 
include raising the profile of the FRS (Fire and Rescue Service), challenging the 
work and performance of the FRS and engaging with staff across the service.

The Operational Commander for the Fire and Rescue Service asked that any 
member who wanted to apply for this position could contact him but a decision was 
not required now.

Following a discussion it was suggested that someone who had no other champion 
responsibilities be appointed due to other champions having many other 
commitments.

It was proposed that this come back to the next meeting of the Local Committee for 
consideration.

The Committee thanked the Operational Commander for his update.

RESOLVED that this matter comes to the next Local Committee meeting. 

37 PHUNKYFOODS
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Members had before them a report from the Executive Director – Corporate, 
Customer and Community Services. The report was presented by the Project 
Manager for Phunkyfoods.

The report provided Copeland Local Committee with an update on the PhunkyFoods 
programme of activity in Copeland primary schools over the 2017/18 academic year. 

Copeland Local Committee had agreed local priorities for funding, which mirror 
health inequalities and aspirations for change/improvement in the borough. Projects 
that address a public health priority in Copeland would be prioritised to receive 
funding, as follows: 

 Promoting breast feeding 

 Tackling obesity and/or childhood obesity 

 Reducing dental decay particularly in young children

 Reducing the prevalence of smoking 

 Reducing unhealthy levels of alcohol consumption 

 Improving the mental health and wellbeing of adults, children and 
young people 

 Promotion of preventative and support services 

In 2016 the PhunkyFoods programme was identified as a potential project to roll out 
into Copeland to address the healthy eating and obesity problems amongst primary 
school age children in the borough. 

PhunkyFoods was an award winning curriculum based healthy lifestyle programme 
which provided resources, lesson plans and training to enable a whole school 
approach to healthy behaviours.  

To ensure a package of support was available to all Copeland primary schools, the 
Copeland Public Health Manager requested a programme to include:

 Year 1 start-up – resources and license 

 Year 2 annual subscription 

 Training day for all schools 

 Part time Engagement & Development Coordinator

 PhunkyFoods Activity Diaries to measure behaviour change 

 Evaluation surveys 

 NCFE Award at Level 2 – one person per site per annum  
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The above package was funded for two years through funding made available to the 
Copeland Health & Wellbeing Forum and the Copeland Local Committee 0-19 
Universal Services budget. 

Schools were engaged in a number of ways to encourage sign up to the 
programme, including school cluster meetings, email, telephone, and visits into 
schools. 

At the time of reporting, 37 Copeland primary schools were taking part, one primary 
school just outside Copeland but in the Millom School catchment area, three 
nurseries and Howgill Family Centres in Cleator Moor and Millom. It was anticipated 
that the remaining two Copeland primary schools would sign up in the new 2018/19 
academic year.

A question was asked concerning the measure of the outcomes from the project and 
whether any thought had been given to obtaining figures from Public Health 
England.

The Project Manager advised that they would be looking at national figures however 
it was early days at the moment so no measures could be made.

A further question was asked concerning the training of parents as the schools were 
doing a good job whilst the pupils were at school however this may be lost when 
they get home.

The Project Manager advised that there was nothing to stop the parents being 
trained as it was available for all. This training can include “Mindful Eating” which is 
an important part of the project.

A question was asked about the funding of the project and how long this would last.

The Project Manager advised that there is funding up to July 2019 so further funding 
will be sought.

The Committee thanks The Project Manager for her update.

RESOLVED that the report be noted.

38 TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS (TRO'S)

The Traffic Management Team Leader  gave Members a presentation providing 
guidance on the regulations and procedures in connection with the preparation of 
Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO’s).

She explained that a TRO is a legal mechanism which enables Cumbria County 
Council, as the Traffic Authority, and the Police to enforce traffic restrictions that 
relate to the regulation of speed, movement and parking of vehicles, as well as 
regulating pedestrian movement.  .

Cumbria County Council’s Parking Service team enforce restrictions relating to 
stationary restrictions, e.g. double yellow ines, parking bays, etc; whereas Cumbria 
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Constabulary enforce all other, moving traffic restrictions, e.g. one-way streets, 
speed limits, etc. 

The Traffic Management Team Leader went on to explain the thorough procedure 
which is to be followed to enable the preparation of the orders.

The Traffic Management Team Leader explained that as the process takes a 
considerable amount of time to complete, amending or reviewing a TRO can be very 
costly.  To ensure costs are kept to a minimum, as many proposals as possible are 
included.

A discussion followed and a question was asked about how the speed limit review 
was proceeding.

The Traffic Management Team Leader explained that matters are on going.

The Committee asked if a copy of the presentation could be distributed for 
information to which The Traffic Management Team Leader AGREED.

The Committee thanked the Traffic Management Team Leader for a very 
informative presentation.

39 2018/19 LOCAL COMMITTEE DEVOLVED BUDGET - HIGHWAYS

Members considered a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure, presented by the Highways Network Manager, which presented the 
Highways Devolved Budget Finance report combined with an update on the 
Highways Programme, Detail of which was contained within the attached 
appendices to the report.

The latest Highways Devolved Revenue budget was £648,803 and 
the latest Highways Devolved Capital budget was £1,869,000.

The attached appendices to the report provided details of budget allocations for both 
Revenue and Capital budgets. The appendices also contained project and 
expenditure detail, including progress to date as of the end of July 2018.

Members were advised to note a number of virements between budget headings in 
Appendix 2 of the report. The main points to consider were a £31,455 underspend 
to this year’s surface dressing budget. Egremont Road Footway Scheme had been 
put on hold with £42,800 of the allocated budget also vired to Better Highways 
Permanent Repairs. This additional funding to the Better Highways budget would be 
utilised to support a number of minor urgent improvements detailed below.

Drainage:
 Bank Rd, Bransty 
 Galemire, Gutter 
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 Mount Pleasant Cottages, Eskdale 
 Winder Gate, Frizington 
 Long Acre, Gosforth 
 Quality Corner Longmoor Common
 Bransty Road
 Whelpside Culvert

Trial Hole:
 High Road, Kells

Minor Footway Works:
 York Rd, Kells

Highway Safety Fencing:
 Viking Way, Seascale 

Pannat Hill, Millom was forecasting a £21,000 overspend to the budget originally 
allocated. It was therefore recommended that £21,000 be vired from the deferred 
Egremont Road footway scheme to saturate the projected overspend.

In addition officers were progressing with a request to accelerate funding from 19/20 
Capital Budget to support urgent repairs at Linbeck, Birkby Road near Muncaster 
following the collapse of a badger sett under the highway. The repairs required 
completion prior to February 2019 and were expected to cost in the region of 
£50,000. Subject to approval a further report would be brought to Copeland Local 
Committee for attention.

The Highways Network Manager advised that local officers working with the Asset 
Management Team are pulling together a provisional programme for 2019/20 . This 
will be available to members at the next meeting of the Local Highways Working 
Group.

A discussion followed pointing out various local issues and a member thanked the 
Highways Team for work that had been quickly completed within his ward.

RESOLVED:
1. that Local Committee note the revenue and capital budget 

allocations for 2018-19 and the commitments and 
expenditure recorded in Appendices 1 & 2 to the report.

2. that Local Committee note the Highways Devolved Revenue budget, 
attached as Appendix 1of the report, was currently projecting a 
balanced budget at this stage.

3. that Local Committee note the Highways Devolved Capital Budget, 
attached as Appendix 2 of the report, was currently projecting a 
balanced budget at this stage.

4. that Members agree to the suggested virements contained within the 
comments section of Appendix 2 of the report.
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40 AREA MANAGERS REPORT - COPELAND

Members had before them a report from the Executive Director – Corporate, 
Customer and Community Services which brought together information from across 
the Community Teams including Community Development, Libraries, Archives, 
Public Health and Community Waste Prevention. The report provided Local 
Committee with an update on the work of each area, identified against priorities, 
highlights current issues and provides an overview of the budget position.

COMMUNITY GRANTS AND STRATEGIC ACTIVITY 

At a grants panel on Wednesday 15th August 2018 members considered a number 
of applications submitted since the new financial year. Members were reminded that 
any grant recommendation made by the panel which exceeds £5,000 must come to 
Local Committee for agreement. Members recommended the following grants: 

a) an allocation of £4,300 from the 0-19 Universal Services budget to CADAS 
for a programme of smoking cessation work with schools and youth work 
organisations. 

b) an allocation of £1,221 from the 0-19 Universal Services budget to Red Box 
Project West Cumbria for start-up costs to support roll out in Copeland. 

c) an allocation of £7,638 from the 0-19 Universal Services budget to West 
Cumbria Carers towards their Young Carer support programme. 

d) an allocation of £1,656 from the General Provision budget to ICAAN towards 
a new and improved website.

e) an allocation of £1,000 from funding ring-fenced for Autism Friendly Awards, 
towards providing Introduction to Autism training for third sector and frontline 
staff. 

f) an allocation of £1,110 from the University Access Fund and £883 from 0-19 
Universal Services to Millom School for a programme of workshops and trips 
to support higher education options for year 12 pupils. 

g) a de-commitment of £2,000 from a £3,000 grant from General Provision 
allocated to Active Cumbria for Whitehaven ParkRun start-up costs. 

h) an allocation of £600 from General Provision to support resources required 
for falls Prevention Week running from 24 – 28 September 2018. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND ACTIVE CUMBRIA 

The FareShare Local Collection Point at Cleator Moor Library was approaching its 
first year of operation. During that time it had assisted 12 Community Food 
Members from across West Cumbria. 

Statistics from FareShare Lancashire & Cumbria showed that food received and 
distributed into the area had a retail equivalent value of £5,316, equating to 3.12 
tonnes of food, enough to serve 7,429 meals. 

The team hosted a visit by the Chief Executive, Katherine Fairclough to the area.  
This visit built on sites visited on her last visit in spring and included a number of 
partners and partnership projects including; 

- Haverigg Lighthouse Centre; 
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- Haverigg Prison; 

- Gosforth Library Link; 

- Top of the shops Café and Community Hub; meeting with Whitehaven 
ParkRun volunteers; 

- Copeland Hub. 

Three ‘Match the Miles’ events were held at Seascale, Whitehaven and Millom 
libraries to celebrate the Tour of Britain arriving in Cumbria. 

Whitehaven Park Run , launched on Saturday 30 June 2018; had now hosted and 
supported; 

 7 events 
 An average of 87 runners per event 
 An average run time of 00:29:13 
 Total number of runners taking part being 365 who have completed 

607 runs  
 Biggest attendance was 98 runners
 89 people did their first ever ParkRun at Whitehaven 
 25 people have volunteered on 56 occasions 

  
The Community Development Team were arranging two sessions of Introduction to 
Autism training and Suicide Alertness training which would be free for third sector 
and frontline staff to attend. Both due to be held in the Autumn. 

Local Committee Members visited Whitehaven Foyer and met with service users 
and the team who run the facility. This was part of a programme of sessions to 
ensure all Members were advised and aware of services in the area.    

COMMUNITY ASSET TRANSFERS 

Under the Property Disposal policy, community organisations may express interest 
in County Council properties which were surplus to service requirements, and if 
approved may proceed to develop a Business Plan for property and service. 

In January 2018 Copeland Local Committee was presented with an update on 
Phoenix Youth Project’s business plan for an asset transfer of Frizington Youth and 
Community centre. Members were invited to note and comment on the plans. 

Due to the scale of the project and the amount of fundraising required to meet its 
aims, Phoenix Youth Project have been offered a 25 year full repair and 
maintenance lease. Once an agreed level of funding had been secured by the 
group, the asset transfer process would resume and the application would be 
considered by Cabinet. 

Seascale Library continued to progress toward a CAT. DMT had approved the 
transition of the CAT to Cabinet where it would be considered on the 27 September 
2018. 
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A Service Level Agreement had been drafted between Cumbria County Council and 
Seascale Parish Council for a Library Link which would run from the library building 
with volunteers from Seascale and support from the Copeland Library team.

Seascale Parish Council had plans to divide the building to enable them to have a 
room separated by a partition for meetings and third sector partners to use for 
regular sessions and drop ins with the community alongside the Library Link in the 
adjoining room.

COMMUNITY WASTE PREVENTION    

The Community Waste prevention Officer had undertaken a range of activity since 
the last Local Committee report in July. This included: 

 Delivering Compost Critters at Cleator Moor Library with an 
attendance of 12 children with parents/carers. The event also provided 
a way of delivering Love Food Hate Waste tools, and promotion of 
food waste digester offers. 

 A family volunteering to take part in the soon-to-launch Plastic Clever 
Copeland project. 

 Waste Prevention presentation was delivered to 144 young people as 
part of the National Young Citizen’s Service programme, facilitated 
and managed by Inspira. The young people have been very receptive, 
and this was reflected in many of their social action projects having a 
waste prevention theme. 

LIBRARY UPDATE

During 2017/18 Cleator Moor Library offered reduced opening hours in order to 
minimise the risk to staff and public due to anti-social behaviour.  Following work 
with the Town Council, Police and other partners, it was now considered that this 
risk had abated and staff and partners, have considered ways by which the offer 
from the building can be extended.

Extending the hours would re-open access to a wider clientele including young 
families; therefore it was proposed that on two days a week, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, the Library resume its original opening times of 0900-1300, 1400-1700. 
Events and sessions will be planned during those afternoons, with partners 
including the Town Council. Members are asked to approve the re-instatement of 
Cleator Moor Library opening hours as outlined.

This summer Copeland Libraries have participated in a pilot scheme with West 
Lakes Academy to support the reading tasks they issue to students who are due to 
join year 7 in September. This had involved the school providing a number of key 
fiction books to Egremont, Cleator Moor, Frizington, Seascale, Gosforth for loan 
exclusively to these pupils.  At the end of the summer holidays these books were 
donated to library stock for general use.

All libraries had been participating in the annual county-wide Summer Reading 
Challenge which ran until 8 September. This free challenge offered children the 
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opportunity to read during the school holidays, and receive themed rewards for their 
achievements.  

This year’s theme ‘Mischief Makers’, celebrated 80 years of the Beano had been 
extremely popular.  Eighteen schools in Copeland registered for a separate school 
challenge, whilst individual children starting, and progressing through the challenge, 
were higher than previous years. 9 volunteers supported the events as part of their 
Duke of Edinburgh work or to develop future employment skills.

Staff are developing links with the West Cumberland Hospital, so far attending a 
staff In-Service Day to promote library services including health collections, 
reminiscence tools, resource bags and online resources.  There wouldl also be 
further promotions to the elderly care staff, OT and physiotherapy department and 
delirium team. This was supported by a small collection of recreational reading 
books placed at the hospital for staff.

ARCHIVE UPDATE

Exhibition panels showcasing the archives of West Cumbria artist Percy Kelly were 
prepared for display at August’s Gosforth Show, and the decorated letters then went 
on to Gosforth Library Link. 

The archivists continued to spend time at the out-store near Carlisle to sort and 
catalogue collections of material, in preparation for the new build archive project 
next year when this material could then be made available for public study. 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

Copeland Health and Wellbeing Forum used the July meeting to ask stakeholders to 
consider how they could contribute and influence change through behaviours and 
practice.   The session included current Public Health data and statistic, a GPs view 
of Obesity, Active Lives and Cumbria Walking for Health. 

The workshop outputs were being processed and a plan of actions wiould be 
prepared for delivery. These would be led by the Public Health team in conjunction 
with partners and the community. 

Many communities in Copeland now have the benefit of a Community Defibrillator or 
AED and local people had been through the Heartstart training programme but even 
with no training, they were easy to use and had simple instructions and steps to 
follow. 

Stoptober is back for the 7th year, launching on 20 September. This year, Stoptober 
would encourage smokers to find the most suitable support for them with the help of 
the new Personal Quit Plan. A brand new web tool would help smokers to boost 
their chances of quitting by selecting the best support tools for them.  As talking to a 
trained advisor gives smokers the best chance of quitting successfully, local Stop 
Smoking Services and pharmacy services will be prominently signposted in the 
results.
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As the weather turns colder attention the focus would be on Staying Well This 
Winter and the Flu vaccination campaign is a key component. This aimed to target 
people who were most at risk of preventable emergency admission to hospital. 

Falls Prevention Week started 22nd to 28th September.  Among older adults, falls 
were the leading cause of injury deaths, unintentional injuries, and hospital 
admissions for trauma. Two events would take place in Copeland, one on 25th 
September at the Bradbury Centre Millom and the second on 28th September along 
with the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning at Egremont Library.  Sloppy Slipper 
Swaps would be offered at both events, where adults over 65 years old could bring 
their old sloppy slippers and exchange them for new fitted slippers and so reduce 
the number of falls in the home.

RESOLVED  :

1. that Members agree the following grants:

a) an allocation of £4,300 from the 0-19 Universal Services budget 
to CADAS for a programme of smoking cessation work with 
schools and youth work organisations. 

b) an allocation of £1,221 from the 0-19 Universal Services budget 
o Red Box Project West Cumbria for start-up costs to support 
roll out in Copeland. 

c) an allocation of £7,638 from the 0-19 Universal Services budget 
to West Cumbria Carers towards their Young Carer support 
programme. 

d) an allocation of £1,656 from the General Provision budget to 
ICAAN towards a new and improved website.

e) an allocation of £1,000 from funding ring-fenced for Autism 
Friendly Awards, towards providing Introduction to Autism 
training for third sector and frontline staff. 

f) An allocation of £1,110 from the University Access Fund and 
£883 from 0-19 Universal Services to Millom School for a 
programme of workshops and trips to support higher education 
options for year 12 pupils. 

g) a de-commitment of £2,000 from a £3,000 grant from General 
Provision allocated to Active Cumbria for Whitehaven ParkRun 
start-up costs. 

h) an allocation of £600 from General Provision to support 
resources required for falls Prevention Week running from 24 – 
28 September 2018. 

 
2. that Members agree the proposed opening hours of Cleator Moor 

Library. 
3. that Members note the Community Asset Transfer of Seascale Library 

Building. 

41 NOMINATIONS - LA GOVERNORS OF NURSERY, PRIMARY AND 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS
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RESOLVED that, subject to their agreement, the following go forward as 
nominations for LA Governors of nursery, primary and secondary schools:-

Moor Row Community Primary School - Miss Hannah Thornbery

42 COPELAND CHAMPIONS UPDATE

Dementia Champion
The Dementia Champion and one of the Community Development officers updated 
members on current items of interest to the Local Committee.
 
Autism Champion
One of the Community Development officers updated members on current items of 
interest to the Local Committee. The Champion asked if the Committee could 
provide a letter of support for the Allerdale & Copeland Autism Support Group who 
are applying for funding to the Big Lottery. This was AGREED.

Children’s Champion
The Children’s Champion updated members on current items of interest to the Local 
Committee.

Armed Forces Champion
The Armed Forces Champion updated members on current items of interest to the 
Local Committee.

43 VERBAL UPDATE FROM MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES/EXTERNAL 
COMMITTEES

There were no updates from any outside bodies/committees.

44 NUCLEAR ISSUES - SELLAFIELD TRANSPORT AND MOVEMENT PLAN

The Cabinet Member for Nuclear Issues gave members a brief update.

The Regional Affairs Manager, Sellafield Ltd, introduced the presentation.

The Transport and Movement Plan Author and Head of Infrastructure Logistics, both 
from Sellafield Limited, gave an update on the Sellafield Transport and Movement 
Plan.

They informed the Committee that the strategic plan had not yet been finalised and 
this will be brought to the Local Committee at a future date.

The Transport and Movement Plan Author advised the Committee with an update 
on car park facilities, park and ride, car share schemes and bus routes that 
Sellafield had provided for its employees to reduce the amount of traffic travelling to 
the site.



         --------- 

There had been a lot of communication and working with employees prior to this 
scheme being introduced and there had been a nett affect reduction in the traffic on 
the A595 and a reduction on the number of cars that park on site.

It had been a smooth start to the scheme however the end of summer holidays and 
the start of the winter other problems may arise.

There was a discussion concerning local issues stemming from this scheme and 
how in some areas improper parking had been causing local residents problems.

The Transport and Movement Plan Author asked members that if they experience 
any problems within their areas that they contact his team and they would 
endeavour to alleviate the problem. He would pass on his contact details to 
everyone.

A question was asked if charging for travel on the buses would be introduced.

The Transport and Movement Plan Author advised that negotiations with the Unions 
in this matter are currently underway.

A further question was asked about the principle aim of the scheme was to reduce 
the numbers of people how did not need to be on site. It this number known.

The Transport and Movement Plan Author advised that it was difficult to assess. 
There are some people how have to be on site, but not all the time, and visitor 
passes are also available.

The Committee thanked the Transport and Movement Plan Author for his 
presentation and looked forward to future updates.

45 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on 27 November 2018 at Cleator Moor Civic Hall.

The meeting ended at 12.30 pm

Signed ………………………………………………. Date ………………………….


